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    Those who advocate training non-neurointerventional physicians to perform endovascular stroke therapy generally hold three assumptions. First, physicians with interventional experience in other vascular territories can become competent in stroke intervention with a relatively small number of neurointerventional cases. Second, the benefit of endovascular stroke intervention and the prognosis without it are so disparate that there is an obligation to provide the treatment when and where an experienced stroke neurointerventionalist is not available. Third, the time sensitive and emergent nature of acute stroke means that decentralization of care is necessary. In my opinion, the available evidence does not support any of these conclusions at present.
There is an important difference between medical and procedural based therapies. Both require cognitive training and expertise to make a proper diagnosis and decide on the best treatment strategy. Procedural based therapies, however, require mental and physical dexterity in contradistinction to medical treatments which are generally operator independent. Assuming appropriate patient selection, the success, effectiveness or complications of medical treatment are the same irrespective of who administers the drug or treatment. Surgery and other procedural based treatments are obviously quite different. The same cognitive training is needed to decide when to operate but technical training is also crucial. The maximal theoretical benefit of any procedure is always compromised by the imperfection of the operator and is therefore inextricably linked to the experience and training of the operator. This is why we seek out ‘good hands’ in a surgeon after selection of therapy whereas such a consideration in a medical therapist is irrelevant.
The risk of a surgical complication is particularly important when the recommended surgical treatment has a relatively narrow window of benefit over non-surgical management. Carotid artery stenting (CAS) is a good neurointerventional example of this situation. The absolute risk reduction with carotid endarterectomy for … 


View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Footnotes
	Competing interests None.

	Provenance and peer review Not commissioned; externally peer reviewed.





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe (£97)  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via your SocietySelect your society
SNIS
ESMINT


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe (£97)  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via your SocietySelect your society
SNIS
ESMINT


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
     
          

          

          

          

          




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: Society of NeuroInterventional Surgery]
	[image: Neuroradiological Society of Taiwan]
	[image: The Hong Kong Neurological Society]
	[image: The Australian and New Zealand Society of Neuroradiology]
	[image: European Society of Minimally Invasive Neurological Therapy]
	[image: STNI]
	[image: CING]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Top cited articles
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Responses
	Webinars


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	Aims and scope
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 SoundCloud

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1759-8486Print ISSN: 1759-8478

        Copyright © 2023 Society of NeuroInterventional Surgery. All rights reserved. 

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


