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    Abstract
Introduction In the presence of vasospasm it is recommended that surgical clipping for a ruptured aneurysm should be delayed until it disappears, but this may be associated with re-rupture of the aneurysm resulting in a poor outcome. The indications for endovascular coil embolization in such cases are discussed.

Methods Since November 2002, endovascular coil embolization has been used in 18 consecutive patients with ruptured aneurysm with vasospasm of the parent artery ranging from 2 to 28 days (mean 9 days) after the initial subarachnoid hemorrhage. After successful obliteration of the aneurysm, a microcatheter preceded by a guidewire was introduced into the peripheral vessels with vasospasm of the A2 or M2 portions in order to release the vasospasm mechanically.

Results Endovascular procedures were performed successfully in all but one of the cases (94%), resulting in complete occlusion in 14 of 17 patients and mild dilation of the vasospasm in all 17 patients without technical complications or re-rupture of the aneurysm. In the one case of failure because of a tortuous artery, surgical clipping was performed after disappearance of the vasospasm. Cerebral infarction occurred in four patients, but only one correlated with the distribution of catheterization and the neurological deficits had completely disappeared 3 months after the onset.

Conclusion Catheterization of parent vessels in cases of vasospasm is safe for coiling and also mechanically releases vasospasm. Vasospasm of M2 and A2 segments can be treated with microcatheterization only.
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