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    Abstract
Introduction/purpose Aim of this education exhibit is to offer an overview on image guided sympathetic blocks, focusing on specific indications and techniques, through the use of Fluoroscopy and/or CT imaging guidance, at each level of blockade.

Materials and Methods Sympathetic blocks are used for diagnostic, prognostic and therapeutic purposes for painful and other conditions associated with sympathetic system dysfunctions. Main indications for sympathetic blockade are: Complex regional pain syndrome (CRPS), phantom limb pain, central pain, hyperhydrosis, acute pancreatitis, and abdominal viscera cancer pain. Stellate ganglion blocks are utilized for painful and non-painful conditions related to sympathetic dysfunctions of head, neck and upper extremities. Thoracic sympathetic blocks are utilized for CRPS, postoperative analgesia, pain from fractured ribs, therapeutic control of hyperhydrosis of the upper limbs and torso, liver capsule pain after blunt trauma, acute postherpetic neuralgia, and premature ventricular contractions. Coeliac plexus blocks are utilized in pain due to intra-abdominal cancer, stemming from organs innervated by coeliac plexus. Lumbar sympathetic blocks are utilized for CPRS of the lower extremities, herpes zoster, amputation stump pain and inoperable peripheral vascular vasospastic diseases of the lower limb. Superior hypogastric blocks are utilized for pelvic pain, and pelvic organs cancer pain (uterus, cervix, bladder, prostate, urethra, testes and ovaries). Impar ganglion blocks are utilized in coccydynia.

Results The sympathetic nervous system has been implicated in numerous pain syndromes including neuropathic, vascular and visceral pain. In relation to this, in order to determine the sympathetic role in the transmission of pain and to manage these algic syndromes, sympathetic ganglia are targeted for local anesthetic blocks, for diagnostic, prognostic, and therapeutic purposes, balanced in a more complex pain treatment strategy, in the treatment of CRPS and other pain conditions. Safe and precise performance of these blocks requires knowledge of the loco-regional anatomy, accurate imaging guidance, and rigorous technique. Elements of relevant fluoroscopic and cross sectional anatomy, as well as procedural technique elements are discussed and displayed.

Conclusion This educational exhibit summarizes the indications, the anatomy and the techniques, under Fluoroscopy or CT guidance, for the sympathetic blocks.

Competing interests None.





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/neurintsurg-2012-010455c.43

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe (£97)  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via your SocietySelect your society
SNIS
ESMINT


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe (£97)  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via your SocietySelect your society
SNIS
ESMINT


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
     
          

          

          

          

          




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: Society of NeuroInterventional Surgery]
	[image: Neuroradiological Society of Taiwan]
	[image: The Hong Kong Neurological Society]
	[image: The Australian and New Zealand Society of Neuroradiology]
	[image: European Society of Minimally Invasive Neurological Therapy]
	[image: STNI]
	[image: CING]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Top cited articles
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Responses
	Webinars


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	Aims and scope
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 SoundCloud

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1759-8486Print ISSN: 1759-8478

        Copyright © 2023 Society of NeuroInterventional Surgery. All rights reserved. 

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


