





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via your SocietySelect your society
SNIS
ESMINT


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: Journal of NeuroInterventional Surgery]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	For authors
	Podcasts
	About

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	For authors
	Podcasts
	About



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via your SocietySelect your society
SNIS
ESMINT


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 6, Issue 4 
	Acute stroke trials and consent


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Commentary


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Acute stroke trials and consent
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Mayank Goyal

	Correspondence to
 Dr M Goyal, Department of Radiology and Clinical Neurosciences, University of Calgary, 1403 29th Ave SW, Calgary, AB T2N2T9, Canada; mgoyal{at}ucalgary.ca





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/neurintsurg-2012-010595

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	Stroke




“Consensus is what many people say in chorus but do not believe as individuals.” Eban, Abba

The world of intra-arterial therapy for acute ischemic stroke is currently in a state of flux. The IMS-3 trial (randomized trial comparing intravenous therapy with combined intravenous–intra-arterial therapy) was recently stopped prior to completion due to futility. A number of similar trials have either been started (THERAPY and others) or being planned (SWIFT-PRIME, ESCAPE and others). They hope to overcome some of the limitations faced by previous trials, including changes in imaging paradigms and improved devices.



  





We all know ‘time is brain’ in acute ischemic stroke, and infarcts grow over a period of time. This allows for selecting out patients who have relatively little irreversible damage (the core) and a sizeable penumbra for revascularization strategies. Over a period of time, various transportation, communication, imaging, and other technological advances have allowed for faster access to these revascularization strategies. The issue that I would like to discuss is the process of getting consent.

I was recently involved in taking care of a patient who was having an acute ischemic stroke due to left M1 occlusion. The patient fitted the criteria for participation in an acute trial comparing intravenous with combined intravenous–intra-arterial therapy. Following the protocol, the patient was started on intravenous tissue plasminogen activator (standard of care) and then we initiated the consent process for the trial. In spite of our best efforts, this took 40 min. This time delay in my opinion poses several problems. First, it introduces a bias against intra-arterial therapy by introducing a delay that effects only one arm of the study. Second, it has the potential to drive centers and individuals away from participation in trials, especially with the availability of an alternative approved. (I do want to point out that the … 
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