Hemorrhagic stroke

When performing diagnostic angiography to evaluate the cervical
carotid bifurcation, the catheter is placed inside the CCA to image
both the ICA and ECA. In the vast majority of cases when only
the ICA or ECA is visualized, the catheter has been uninten-
tionally advanced distal to the bifurcation. This is easily remedied
by withdrawing the catheter into the CCA. In the case of an
absent CCA one will continue to image only the ICA or ECA
(depending on which origin is catheterized) until the catheter is
withdrawn into the IA. Failure to recognize these vessels origi-
nating from the IA may lead to the incorrect conclusion that one
is occluded.

CONCLUSION

Congenital absence of the CCA is a rare finding that should be
considered when a cervical angiogram shows only one carotid
artery branch. This finding can alter the flow dynamics of the
intracranial vasculature and potentially result in aneurysm
formation.
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