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We are in the midst of a stroke tsunami. Recent trials have established and validated mechanical thrombectomy (MT) as the standard of care for the treatment of emergent large vessel occlusion (ELVO). Never in history has more been accomplished to treat this disease that kills and maims millions. Improvements in imaging, device technology and technique have all contributed to this revolution in stroke care. However, there are good reasons at this time to call for temperance rather than exuberance. While the positive MT trials are certainly monumental for the field of neurointervention and for our patients, they have also led to several contentious issues.
The publication of the DAWN and DEFUSE three trials, which concluded that even patients outside established time frames did far better with MT than medical therapy, significantly expands the pool of patients that may benefit from endovascular treatment. The use and refinement of advanced imaging has changed the most important part of the procedure: patient selection. As in other fields, well-trained professionals confronted with a myriad of different patients must individualize treatment. Evidence-based medicine is more than a checklist and neurointerventionalists have already proven that they can offer … 
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