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We thank the authors for their interest1 in our benchtop study of nickel content and release in commonly used intracranial stents.2 We agree that an in vitro study such as ours is no substitute for the complex physiological environment of a living patient and that such results must be confirmed with careful clinical trials.
The first nickel-containing intracranial aneurysm stent was approved for use 20 years ago,3 and since that time thousands of patients have been successfully treated with this groundbreaking technology. Nickel allergy is estimated to affect 10–20% of the world population,4 but the incidence of in-stent stenosis or thrombosis after intracranial stenting does not approach this number in the many real-world post-market studies of nickel-containing devices.5–7 Thus, while the possibility of nickel hypersensitivity to intracranial stents exists, the real-world experience of the past two decades suggests that such events are rare even among patients with documented nickel allergy, and much less than … 
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