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We thank the authors1 for their interest in our work and the Journal Editor for the opportunity to respond to their comments. Most of the commentary from the authors is common knowledge. For instance, carotid artery stenting (CAS) and carotid endarterectomy (CEA) are equivalent based on CREST2 and now ACST-2.3 They also state matter-of-factly that flow reversal is only established if both external carotid artery (ECA) and internal carotid artery (ICA) are occluded. There is no doubt that a distal embolic protection device (EPD) is currently the standard of care for CAS and we are – as is everyone else – using an EPD whenever possible. … 
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