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    	History

Since our inception, the editorial group at JNIS has appreciated the historic opportunity that this journal provides our readership and the broader neurointerventional (NI) community. The journal has established a home dedicated exclusively to NI content. By partnering with the BMJ Group, a recognized international leader in publishing, the ultimate success of this endeavor has been enhanced.
Recognizing this unique moment and forum, the editorial staff has strived to solicit and publish an abundance of content focused on healthcare policy. Indeed, our journal is distinguished from many of its peers by the sophisticated review articles on policy that would be of interest to NI readers. We use this editorial comment to reflect on those articles and update the relevant issues as they stand in the fall of 2013.

Relative Value Scale Update Committee

In 2011 and 2012, we reviewed the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) preliminary and final rules to provide an assessment of payment policy of interest to NI practitioners.1 ,2 The 2011 review included substantial materials on how payment policy is derived and appropriate historical context. In lieu of more recent updates, we have published articles on the Relative Value Scale Update Committee (RUC) and the seeming demise of the component coding system along with a podcast on the same.3 ,4 Focusing on these more contemporary articles, the RUC finds itself under attack.5 ,6 Indeed, as neurointerventionalists realize some of the more recent changes to the fee schedule (one example is provided in box 1 of the article on Component Coding), they might be quick to criticize the RUC themselves.3 The challenge for NI surgery is that proposed alternatives, including … 
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