Technical video

Dual SAVE technique for mechanical thrombectomy
rescue on MCA bifurcation clots
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ABSTRACT
The Stent retriever Assisted Vacuum-locked

Extraction (SAVE) technique in mechanical throm-
bectomy consists of the simultaneous use of a stent
retriever and a distal aspiration catheter, with the
removal of both as a unit when performing the
thrombectomy pass. This is a safe procedure that
provides a high rate of first-pass reperfusion.' In
the distal M1 segment of the middle cerebral artery
(MCA) occlusions, with the distal portion of the clot
extending to the upper and lower MCA branches,
mechanical thrombectomy can be challenging since
the thrombus is not fully trapped, with risk of distal
clot migration to the branch in which the retriever
is not placed. In these cases the double stent-
retriever technique has been described as a rescue
strategy.”~ We describe a case of the combined use
of SAVE and double stent-retriever techniques as a
rescue strategy in a patient with tandem occlusion
of the proximal internal carotid artery and distal
MCA—the D-SAVE technique. (video 1)
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