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‘Despite advances in the management of chronic subdural hematomas (cSDH), the cost of treatment has not decreased (and) investigations into the cost of cSDH treatment are warranted.’1

Middle meningeal artery (MMA) embolization has been gaining popularity for patients with cSDH. This is largely due to a growing population of patients with cSDH who are often refractory to other treatments. Indeed, it is estimated that there will be 60 000 newly diagnosed patients with cSDH per year by the end of the decade.2 Furthermore, there is growing evidence to support MMA embolization, from early case reports in the 2000s to recent large non-randomized studies.3–11 There are also at least 11 ongoing randomized trials to evaluate this approach (NCT04270955,  NCT04750200,  NCT03307395,  NCT04742920,  NCT04816591,  NCT04372147,  NCT04511572,  NCT04402632,  NCT04410146,  NCT04095819,  NCT04272996).12

While several outcomes have been studied after MMA embolization, there has been limited evaluation of the costs related to this treatment for healthcare systems. In their manuscript entitled ‘Total 1 year hospital cost of middle meningeal artery embolization compared with surgery for chronic subdural hematomas: a propensity-adjusted analysis’,1 the authors retrospectively evaluated 170 patients who presented with cSDH from 2018 to 2020 using a propensity-adjusted analysis; 72% were initially treated with surgery and 28% with MMA embolization. The surgery group had larger index SDH size (20.5 mm vs 16.9 mm, p<0.001), longer length of … 
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